Who Is Oedipus?
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Greek theatre holds a special place in my heart. The way the Greeks honored the God Dionysus, the costumes and masks, the deaths taking place off-stage, the assistance and narration provided by the chorus, the monumental use of politics and culture, and the inspiration of religious dramatic and tragic performance that spiraled into comedy and into what we now know as theatre. 
I enjoy Sophocles’ plays – Antigone, Oedipus Rex, and my favorite – Electra. Oedipus the King is one of the most tragic and unforgettable tales in Greek tragedy – full of incest and self-mutilation, causing anxiousness and unavoidable despair. Despite your opinion on Greek theatre, this story is a must read to fully see that we don’t have complete control of our lives regardless what we may think.
 
Prologue:
What character traits do you see in the king as he meets with the citizens of Thebes? How does he respond to the people who come to see him? Is he distant and aloof or does he seem deeply concerned for their welfare? How is he regarded by his subjects? Do they admire him? Fear him? Loathe him? Write a paragraph in which you describe the character of Oedipus at the beginning of the play.
 
Prologue:
At the beginning of the play we see Oedipus the King as a confident, thoughtful and magnificent king –  wanting and knowing what is best for his people. We see him as a King of immediate action and influential awareness. He has saved his people from the curse of the Sphinx, and they are ever grateful for to have his as their king. His people look to him again to continue to rescue them from the plague. Without hesitation, and albeit dangerous, but Oedipus is steps ahead of everyone else bringing hope once again to his people – unfortunately, this will lead to his ultimate and unstoppable future. 
 
Scene 1
What additional character traits are revealed about Oedipus here?  How does he behave once he hears what Creon has learned from the Oracle at Delphi?  
How do you feel about the king's behavior when the blind seer Tiresias is brought to him?
Write a paragraph in which you discuss your developing understanding of Oedipus's character based on the events in Scene 1.
 
Scene 1
We see his honorable lordship at the beginning of this story, only to move to a moment of truth where his actual inner character comes to surface. Shortly after his interaction with the citizens of Thebes, Oedipus reveals that he has a quick-tempered nature about him when meeting with Creon. Oedipus is shocked when he hears of the news of Laius’ unsolved murder. He is confused and seems concerned – but for whom? When Teiresias enters in discussion with Oedipus, absent of an open-mind, we see that the King resorts to threats and is impatient, demanding of answers from the prophet. Full of anger, we begin to see that Oedipus’ recognizable compassion and fervency may be selfishness in disguise.
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